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Proclamations will be made by Mayor Jo-

seph V. Doria, Jr., the honorary chairman of
the event. This year’s event is dedicated to
the memory of Colonel Anthony Podbielski, a
longtime and active member of the committee.

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
the annual Holocaust Remembrance Day Ob-
servance; and I ask that we, too, remember
the Holocaust.
f

HONORING DR. FRANKLIN E.
KAMENY AND THE GAY AND
LESBIAN ACTIVISTS ALLIANCE
OF WASHINGTON, D.C.

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize two Washington, D.C. institutions that
have been in the forefront of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgendered civil rights move-
ment, and that I have the distinct honor and
pleasure of representing in this body: the Gay
and Lesbian Activists Alliance of Washington,
D.C. (GLAA), the oldest continuously active
gay and lesbian rights organization in the
United States and its charter member, Dr.
Franklin E. Kameny.

Since its founding in April 1971, GLAA has
been a respected and persistent advocate in
District politics tirelessly asserting equal rights
and social equality for lesbians and gay men
living in the city. In the last two years, its ad-
vocacy with the city government helped rees-
tablish an independent Office of Human Rights
and the Citizen Complaint Review Board; im-
plementation of a unique identifier system for
reporting cases of HIV/AIDS to help to protect
the privacy of people who test positive for HIV;
and the establishment of an antiharassment
policy by the District of Columbia Public
Schools.

On April 27, GLAA held its 29th Anniversary
Reception honoring the year 2000 recipients
of its Distinguished Service Awards: Steve
Block of the American Civil Liberties Union/
National Capital Area; Jeffrey Berman of the
Public Defender Service; local and inter-
national gay activist Barrett L. Brick; Food and
Friends; Dr. Patricia Hawkins, Associate Direc-
tor of the Whitman Walker Clinic; and Jessica
Xavier, a local and national transgendered ac-
tivist. GLAA also celebrated Frank Kameny’s
75th Birthday.

Dr. Kameny’s re
´
sume

´
reflects the history of

the gay and lesbian movement in the District
of Columbia. He remains an indefatigable and
outspoken gay activist. Dr. Kameny holds a
BS in Physics from Queens College and an
M.A. and a Ph.D. in Astronomy from Harvard
University.

In 1957, Dr. Kameny began an 18-year
struggle to end the civil service ban on the
federal employment of gay men and lesbians
that achieved success in 1975 and was re-
cently formalized by President Clinton with Ex-
ecutive Order 13087. In 1961, Dr. Kameny
founded the Mattachine Society of Wash-
ington, the first local gay and lesbian organiza-
tion in the District. The following year, he initi-
ated the ongoing effort to lift the ban on gay
men and lesbians in the military.

By 1962, Dr. Kameny had become the na-
tionally recognized authority on security clear-

ances for lesbians and gay men. His efforts
resulted in lifting of the absolute ban on gay
and lesbian security clearances in 1980, which
President Clinton made formal with Executive
Order 12968. In 1965, Dr. Kameny organized
the first lesbian and gay demonstration at the
White House; and a year before the ‘‘Stone-
wall Rebellion’’ in New York City in 1968, he
coned the slogan ‘‘Gay Is Good.’’

In 1971, Dr. Kameny ran for Congress in
the District of Columbia, the first openly gay
person to seek such an office in the country.
His campaign committee became the nucleus
of the Gay and Lesbian Activists Alliance of
Washington, D.C. He subsequently helped
draft the D.C. Human Rights Law, one of the
strongest civil rights laws in the country, which
codified gay and lesbian civil rights in the Dis-
trict.

Dr. Kameny’s 10 year fight to have homo-
sexuality removed from the American Psy-
chiatric Association’s classification as a mental
illness succeeded in 1973. He was a founding
member of the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force (1973), the Gay Rights National
Lobby (1975), which ultimately became the
Human Rights Campaign, and the Gertrude
Stein Democratic Club (1976).

Dr. Kameny became D.C.’s first openly gay
municipal appointee when Mayor Washington
appointed him to the Human Rights Commis-
sion (1975). He drafted the legislation which
repealed the D.C. Sodomy Law in 1993.

Dr. Kameny continues to be a revered and
effective activist. He lectures, writes, and testi-
fies on behalf of gay and lesbian issues. He
has become the institutional memory of D.C.’s
gay and lesbian rights movement.

I ask the House to join me in congratulating
the Gay and Lesbian Activists Alliance and Dr.
Franklin E. Kameny.
f
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I honor Dr. Wil-
liam Larkin, who is retiring as superintendent
of the Greenfield, Wisconsin School District
after 40 years as an educator.

Dr. Larkin began his career as a classroom
teacher. Through his hard work, and genuine
concern for his students, he became an as-
sistant principal, then junior high school prin-
cipal, and high school principal. He spent 10
years as assistant superintendent for Mil-
waukee Public Schools, before becoming su-
perintendent of the Monona Grove School Dis-
trict, and finally superintendent of the Green-
field School District, where he has served for
the last 7 years.

But Bill’s commitment to education was not
confined to the classroom or the superintend-
ent’s office. Besides working as an associate
professor at the University of Wisconsin-Stout,
Dr. Larkin has contributed his considerable tal-
ents to the North American International Bac-
calaureate Board of Directors, the College
Board of Academic Affairs Board, and the Col-
lege Board of School-University Partnership
Board.

Dr. Larkin’s diligence in making the world
around him a better place has taken many
forms over the years. In his spare time, he

has shown his dedication to his community as
Greenfield Chamber of Commerce President,
and as chair of the North Central Association
Evaluation team for the Department of De-
fense in South Korea, England, and the Neth-
erlands.

And so it is my great pleasure to join with
his family and friends, as well as all of the stu-
dents whose lives he has touched, in wishing
Dr. William Larkin a long, happy, and well-de-
served retirement.
f
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OF COLORADO
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Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this moment to recognize an exceptional
man, Danny Collins. Despite challenges,
Danny overcame many of them and for 11
years has been a skillful weaver at Mountain
Valley Textiles. I have known Danny for over
30 years and can attest to what a fine indi-
vidual he is. Danny’s work ethic and his
strength stand out in our community. Although
Danny now faces another challenge with the
loss of his beloved father, Bud, Danny will pull
through. Danny’s family is strong and sup-
portive and very, very proud of Danny.

The retiring of Denver Bronco’s great quar-
terback, John Elway, motivated Danny to cre-
ate several mementos to say good-bye to
John Elway and sent them to John’s family. All
of the items have the number seven on them
and are orange, blue and white. Danny was
proud of his work in honor of Mr. Elway.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say thank
you to Danny Collins, a wonderful human
being. His talent and love of life brings him
many admirers.
f

IN HONOR OF MARY ANN ROSWAL
ON HER RETIREMENT AFTER 35
YEARS OF TEACHING

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I
honor Mary Ann Roswal on her retirement
after 35 years of teaching.

It is said that teaching another something of
value takes compassion, understanding and
patience; and absent these virtues, the simple
process of imparting knowledge can become
strained and cumbersome, leaving both teach-
er and pupil estranged, unable to truly learn
from each other. In honoring Mary Ann
Roswal today, I honor the virtues that allow
teachers to become great teachers.

For 35 years, Mary Ann Roswal taught
English at Union Hill High School in Union
City, New Jersey. And for 35 years, she
touched the lives of her students in a way that
her years of dedication cannot measure. As
my teacher, she imparted to me the knowl-
edge that language is a profound tool for un-
derstanding the world, and a necessary instru-
ment in realizing one’s full potential as a
human being. I am proud to say that I learned
this then; I accept this now; and I have done
my best to impart this to others.
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